
Reading and Phonics
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Miss Chatfield: Reading Lead



Reading/Phonics information 
communicated during the Autumn/Spring Term:

Letters sent regarding 
reading/phonics: 

• Reading at home – information 
on the 4-cycle reading approach 
(sharing information on the 
launch of Little Wandle (new 
phonics scheme)

• Collins eBooks launch and 
information 

• Collins eBooks logging usage 



Information in this pack includes:

Hamsey’s 4 cycle reading 
approach 

Reding from an early age and 
securing phonics 

Information on fluency 

Information on comprehension 

Reading for pleasure 

Little Wandle launch



Hamsey’s EYFS/KS1 
4-cycle Reading approach:
❑Decoding 

❑Prosody

❑Comprehension

❑Celebratory 

• Using phonics to sound out 
words

• Reading aloud skills/ 
expression/fluency

• Answering questions about the 
text

• Sharing a book at home that has 
been read at school/reading for 
pleasure 



Reading from an early age and securing phonics 
• Reading from an early age is 

important as research shows 
that if children are not secure 
and fluent readers by Year 2, 
it is very difficult to then 
develop a love of reading 
going forward. 

• In order to get children fluent 
in reading, their phonic 
knowledge needs to be 
embedded within EYFS and 
KS1. 



What is fluency and why is 
it important? 

• Fluent reading supports reading 
comprehension. When pupils read 
fluently, their cognitive resources can 
be redirected from focusing on 
decoding and onto comprehending the 
text. For this reason, fluency is 
sometimes described as a bridge from 
word recognition to comprehension.

• Basically, if the brain’s processing 
power isn’t being used up by working 
out how to read a word, it can 
concentrate on understanding and 
enjoying the text. 



What is fluency and why is it important? 

• For a child to be fluent, phonic 
knowledge is important. 

• When a child is fluent, we can 
focus on understanding and 
comprehension. 

• When comprehension is secure, 
the child will enjoy what they 
read. 

• Secure phonics and fluency all 
reduce cognitive load. 



Three ways you can help build fluency at 
home…

1. Read and follow – the adult reads the text, and the child follows 
along with their finger. This helps the child with word recognition 
and models to them how they should read with fluency.

2. My turn, your turn – take turns reading a page or a paragraph. Here 
you are modelling how to read with fluency, flow and expression. 

3. Echo Reading – as you read, the child copies. It is important here to 
pace yourself and read at a rate that your child can keep up with. 



What is comprehension? 

• This refers to the understanding 
of a text. 

• There are cases of where 
children are able to read thanks 
to secure phonics knowledge 
and the ability to decode but 
do not understand what they 
have read.



Questions 
you can 
ask at 
home…



Why is reading for 
pleasure vital?





Amount of reading 20 mins 5 mins 1 min

Number of minutes per year 3600 900 180

Number of words per year 1.8 Million 282,000 8000

Hours read by the end of 

primary school 851 212 42

Performance on tests 90% 50% 10%

Impact of reading



During the Summer Term/Autumn Term:

Information regarding Little Wandle (Phonics scheme)
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